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11/08/00 

Hon. Carol Browner . 
· Administrator 
US Environmental Protection Agency. 
401 M Street; S.W. ... . . 

.·Washington, D.(;. 204~0 

-Re: 'Application of the State of Maine for Del_eg~tio~ of Authority-_ t~-Administ~r 
_· NPDE~ Permits within Indian Countrj in ·~ain~ ._-- · _ · · : . : · 

:.·. _.· .. Dear :Ms. BrbC:;: · ''>·- ,, · ........... . ............ ,:.: :, ...... · ' '' ::c, ": > ; < :. ·. :-_ :'· · \ .-.. 
• ·• ./(':.:~.· ' • •' ,. I ·.•· .. ; -~ 

~ On,_ behatf df ~~eJlgylton B~d;ofMaliseet ~9ians,.l write t~ _urge :th~ pnited S~at~~ ; , _ 
· ... \ 

Environmental ProteCtion )\:genqy,~PA)1:p reU$fNPDES .authotit)f~thiri)he trust lap.ds? -,_. . . . 
. teqit_orie·s· a1ld re~-~rvatiqlis of the Penobscot Nation,: the P,a~_samaquod<;ly--:;fnbe, the· Ho~ton B._atid. · · ·· · .­

~ -ofMaliseef Indian~, ~d the Aroostook Band: of Micmac.-W,dialiS, Tliis~is: a.inatter _of gr4v:e ·. ; . . ·_ : -. -
. . . ·, importanc~ tp the' j)tip,dpl~ oftrlbal .seJf-goverintient; a principle· which bfuds au IridiaiihJ,ib~s:·_ :'· · 

. ::-. ' '.;~=-~-~=~~:· '. :~· '.;- -)...,. • -:\ . :::/:-::-.. :.·:.;<:<·:, • .' ... -:~~:> ! .. • :::·,' •. ' 'r;~:~::; ;·). 

, . ·. ; -~--· ~-- _ :. _.;-TH~.;Tri~~-ii,fi:•~.,~e:riy<?~e PeO,Plt:s::_ T~¢.Y;~.aV.~~f.~t t~b~.s~~-~;?ft:~sJ~;g~en~~: 
... · ·'· .·· ... -, ·. tipon)he J:jyer~; on w~clj th~y liye focphysical;:.$pitjt;Qal;· and-~tdrural_,sup,pott ;W:he~ t{¢atie.t 
" . , ~aiant~et~~~ ~ght iP rely.up<)n and. use the· -rivers for_phy~ical:and ¢tiltur~ sustem¢ce: :T~e -, · 

.. :. ·_·_·_ .. · 

',t' 

. _ coJ;lS{ifutiori.r~quiies the Vnited States to protect that right in acc9rdance with the highest · 

.fid~cialy~'',\', ' •·· ... ,.· •.... •···•••·····•·· ·.·.·· · ...• ,.. !( < .,, •... ·•· 

_ T~e· S'a~e ofM#e, unlike the federaJ.·government, l~as -no trust obligationto p:rotectth~ , -· 
Maine_ Tribes/thekr~sdl.l_rces,their cultural i~tegrity ~ ·. onheir _rights of self-gov¢rnance. The~e · 

. ·are fragile rights. · %ehiost or ha,nned, they cannot. be recaptured, or. cornpensated for. -And. 
they ca:rinot't)e ~'riw1PtBred" :from afar~ .· _ · · . · .. ··. · .. . . . < · · .·. · • ·- · 

. . . ':--·· ..... ·.·, ' ,• . ' . - ·, 

.· ·. ' .:~=·· ·=· 

· We therefor~:believe that is of ~he utmost importance that the EP. A- withhold NPD~S .. 
·delegation from the -State of Maine for the trust iands.and territori~s: ofindian tribes in that state. 
·To do· otherwise would be a serious, unprecedented abdication of the federal trusfresp_ onsibility 

. . 

·to Native AIIlerican people. 



. _. 
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Sincerely, 

Brenda Commander . . 

Tribal Chief 
. . 

cc. · Ron. Mindy Lubber, I.tegio~al Administrator; EPA 
Hon. Barry Dana, Governor, Penobscpt Nation ·. , ·. . 

. - .• ··_ ·.·." -. . . . . -. . ... ) -· . ' 

Hqn: Richard .Stevens, .Govemot, PaSs~aq~oddyTrib.e 

.· Hort~·Richardl>oyle;~Qove~or,.PaSsamaoqiJ~ddy.Tribe- _. .· __ . 

-- 'Hon .. Wtliliun Phillips, Chiet: ··Aroostook Band·. ofMicroac Indians : . 

. . . .H,ort. l<evin :G(s~er;"ASsisiant Sec(et~, united Sta,ie~ Pepartqu~nt ()f~he interim' -'· ... ' ' . 

. . ·. . Hc)n.Jo_hnBa.ldacci,-Copgr~ssiqri~R¢pre.s~jttative._;~> . ~· .· ,:· ··-:.< ;· -.. -: >.c-. ·~>- ':: <. 
· · ·-:Ron. otyitlpia· ~now; coilgie:ssional'Represeri~tjv_~ · ·. : > , · - · · · ... -

. · · · ·. · · :Hon: ... s~san ~<>liin$/(;()ngr_e~sio#l·Repri~el)tat~\'¢. _ _ . . .. ·.- · .·. · · ._. ·. _ -... 
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